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appointed merely to satisfy the wish of the Empress, Alex-
andra Fyodbrovna, who, as a girl, while visiting her grand-
mother, Queen Victoria, had become acquainted with Ku-
taisov during the time that he was our military attache in
London. The administration's power in Siberia was also-
impaired by the frequent disputes between Kutaisov and
Sukhotin, the Governor-General at Omsk, who was depend-
able, straightforward and clever, but somewhat irascible.
The border provinces were clearly taking advantage of
the weakening of Central Russia to show their teeth. They
began to retaliate for the age-long injustices which had been
inflicted upon them and also for the measures which, al-
though correct, outraged the national feeling of the peoples
which we had conquered but not assimilated. They were
ardently waiting for what appeared to them as their deliver-
ance from the Russo-Mongolian yoke. For this situation
we alone were to blame. We, failed to perceive that since
the days of Peter the Great and, especially, since the reign
of Catherine II, we had been living not in Russia, but in the
Russian Empire. The dominating element of the Empire,
the Russians, fall into three distinct ethnic branches: the
Great, the Little, and the White Russians, and 35 per cent,
of the population is non-Russian. It is impossible to rule
such a country and ignore the national aspirations of Its
varied non-Russian national groups, which largely make up
the population of the Great Empire. The policy of convert-
ing all Russian subjects into "true Russians" is not the ideal
which will weld all the heterogeneous elements of the Em-
pire into one body politic. It might be better for us Rus-
sians, I concede, if Russia were a nationally uniform coun-
try and not a heterogeneous Empire. To achieve that goal
there is but one way, namely to give up our border provinces,
for these will never put up with the policy of ruthless Russi-
fication. But that measure our ruler will, of course, never
consider. On the contrary, not content witfi all these Poles,